Pen push purpura: iatrogenic nail bed hemorrhages in the intensive care unit.
Peculiar fingernail hemorrhages appeared in a febrile, comatose patient several weeks after she was admitted to the hospital. Bedside questioning of the nursing staff uncovered a frequently used neurologic examination maneuver as the cause. We suggest the term "pen push purpura" to describe this phenomenon. The clinical significance and various causes of nail bed hemorrhages are reviewed.